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transparency, real intimacy with the Savior. And, yes, real pain. Thats where we all live, isnt it Are you willing to
risk being loved, really loved, in order to shed the fake fur of easily broken religion for the warm reality of
intimacy with God Take the risk. Its worth it. Most of us are familiar with The Velveteen Rabbit, the childrens
classic by Margery Williams. Perhaps you first heard the story about the velvety bunny while sitting on your
mothers lap, or just before getting tucked in with bedtime kisses and good-night hugs. The story begins on
Christmas morning. The Velveteen Rabbit, plush and new, is stuffed inside a Boys Christmas stocking. The Boy is
delighted with his new bunny, and loves him for all of two hours before getting side-tracked by other new toys
and gifts. Out of the bright paper wrappings, shiny toys with bells and whistles and fancy clockwork appear. In
the holiday excitement, the little Rabbit is set aside on a shelf in the Boys playroom. At night, when nursery
magic happens, the toys begin to move and talk. Although some of the more expensive toys in the nursery snub
the Rabbit, the old and wise Skin Horse is kind to him. One day the Rabbit asks his friend, What is Real The
wizened overseer of the nursery, who has seen fads come and go, knows of such mysterious things. Real isnt
how you are made, replies the Skin Horse. Its a thing that happens to you. When a child loves you for a long,
long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become Real. The Rabbit asks if it hurts to
become...
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