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Random House. 1 Paperback(s), 2009. soF. Book Condition: New. (Winner of the 2009 Casey Award for Best
Baseball Book of the Year; named one of the Best Books of 2009 by the Chicago Tribune and Kansas City Star;
and a New York Times Notable Book) Making the case that one of baseball's most talented and entertaining
players was never given proper credit for breaking the color barrier in the Major Leagues, former Boston Globe
journalist Larry Tye gives us the real story of athlete, showman, and quotable philosopher Leroy "Satchel"
Paige. A superstar of the Negro Leagues who operated like a free agent decades before the rules allowed them,
Paige never let the truth get in the way of a good story, and himself authored much of the legend that grew up
around him. As Tye explains in detail, Paige was hurt and angry when Jackie Robinson beat him to the Major
Leagues, but went on at the improbable age of 42 to help propel the Cleveland Indians to the World Series. "Age
is a case of mind over matter," he said. "If you don't mind, it don't matter."First, make a list of, say, the five
athletes of all time you'd want to invite to the house for a night of beer and nonsense. Second, if you haven't
picked Leroy (Satchel) Paige, one of the others has to go. (Good-bye Wilt, Arnie, Whomever.) Third, get up the
cash for this book and Satchel's there. Larry Tye delivers him in fine, robust prose, living and breathing, riding
the buses and breaking oM outrageous curve balls and figuring out the complexities of segregated America.
Great stuM."Leigh Montville"Critics agreed that Tye's greatest challenge was to separate the truth of Paige's life
from the fiction, promulgated by the shamelessly self-aggrandizing Paige himself. To this...
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