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Agriculture University of Illinois; Timely Notes for Farm Advisers and Others From the Agricultural College,
Experiment Station, and Extension Service; January 13, 1926 Pullets that are forced for winter egg production
will not produce as high a percentage of vigorous chicks as old hens that are not forced, according to D. C.
Henderson, of the poultry division, College of Agriculture. Late molting hens, which are the best for breeding
purposes, should he allowed to rest during the winter, because this is the period when they are renewing their
feathers and rebuilding the fat and flesh which apparently are important in the production of hatching eggs.
Heavy grain feeding is one of the best means of increasing the body weight of hens that are to be used as
breeders. Mash should be kept before them at all times, even though the liberal grain feeding will tend to cut
down the amount of mash that will be eaten. This will tend to keep the hens gaining in weight and put thorn in
good condition for the hatching season. Egg production should not be expected, however, before the time of
saving eggs in the spring. Proper housing during the winter is especially essential with breeding hens, as the late
molting ones that shed feathers rapidly are often practically naked for a time and need to be kept warm. As in
the case of breeding males, exercise en the open range should be encouraged for the hens, especially on bright,
sunny winter days. Plenty of exercise sharpens the appetite of the hens and makes them eat heartily. Direct
sunlight also seems to...
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