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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1831. Excerpt: . . . should adopt when we pray. Matthew records as the words of Jesus, Do you pray
after this manner. It was far from his intention, we may believe, to shut up the piety of his disciples within the
few petitions which follow, or to enjoin their use on every occasion of worship. The Apostles could not have so
understood him at the time, and that they did not afterwards attach any such meaning to his direction is clear
from the prayers recorded in the book of the Acts, and from many passages in the Epistles; which prove beyond
a doubt that the early ministers of Christianity did not regard the Lords prayer as more than a general
expression of the spirit andnature of their devotion--a collection of indices or hints, if | may so speak, to point
out the topics on which they should dwell with most frequency and earnestness, and also the temper which
should sustain their entreaties when they came before God to make known their requests by prayer and
supplication. If we inquire into the meaning of the several expressions that compose this prayer, we should pay
a careful regard to the circumstances under which it was delivered by Christ to his disciples and must have
been first used by them. The Messiah long and anxiously expected by the whole nation had appeared in the
person of Jesus, but few received him in that character and the triumphs of his reign had...
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