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marsh, once celebrated for its floating islands, and designated with its ruined monastery as Clair-Marais, or
Clear Marsh. As a student at Edinburgh University, excursions were made on foot with Mr. Macadam, of road-
making celebrity, to Loch Leven Castle; in a boat with Charles Darwin to the ruined bawns or castles on the
islands of the Firth of Forth; to the Bass Rock - the subject of a delightful monograph - and to Holy Island,
beloved by Scott for its memories of St. Cuthbert. Bamborough Castle, renowned in our civil wars, also came in
for exploration. Longer and more pretentious excursions were made, but always on foot, to other parts of
Scotland - mostly made familiar by the pen of the Wizard of the North, and by easier approach. Some little
incidents occurred on these trips. Once, exploring the basement of a ruinous untenantcd castle, | saw what
appeared to be a figure crouched in a corner. | approached, raising my geological hammer as if to strike - the
figure...
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